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Adel is also a staunch and effective advo-

cate for investing in our nation’s aging and 
often deteriorating water infrastructure—invest-
ments that convey both environmental and 
economic benefits and help communities 
across our great nation create jobs, grow, and 
thrive. Adel believes that great communities 
must better understand the true value of water 
and deserve first-class, sustainable water in-
frastructure. 

Under Adel’s direction, the City of Los An-
geles prepared an award-winning Water Inte-
grated Resources Plan (IRP) for the year 2020 
which relies on public input and participation 
and integrates water supply, water reuse, 
water conservation and stormwater manage-
ment with wastewater facilities planning 
through a regional watershed approach. He 
has managed the City’s collection system 
maintenance upgrade efforts resulting in over 
83 percent reduction in sewer spills and over 
70 percent reduction in sewer-related odors. 

Adel’s work on Fats, Oils and Grease (FOG) 
reduction has cut FOG-related spills by 90 
percent. More recently, he led the develop-
ment and adoption of a Low Impact Develop-
ment Ordinance for the City of Los Angeles 
that focuses on rainwater harvesting and run-
off management for new developments and 
redevelopments. In addition, he was instru-
mental in the successful development and 
adoption of a 10-year financial plan including 
the necessary rates adjustment to support the 
renewal of the City’s clean water systems. 

Adel is currently leading the City of Los An-
geles’ Green Infrastructure program where 
stormwater is managed through regional and 
distributed solutions that provide multiple ben-
efits while improving the quality of life in LA’s 
neighborhoods. In addition, he is leading the 
development of the One Water Plan for Los 
Angeles for the year 2040 to manage water 
holistically while reducing consumption, in-
creasing water reuse and reducing depend-
ence on imported water, a critical need in the 
City’s efforts to confront drought conditions. 

Adel has more than 26 years of experience 
in the clean water industry and has published 
numerous technical papers and participated in 
various technical conferences and committees. 
In addition to his service to NACWA, The Bu-
reau of Sanitation is a founding member of the 
U.S. Water Alliance, and Adel is a proud 
member of the American Academy of Environ-
mental Engineers, the American Public Works 
Association, and the Water Environment Fed-
eration. 

Adel has received many awards at the local, 
state and national levels. These include the in-
augural U.S. Water Prize, Heal the Bay’s 
‘‘Walk the Talk Award.″ L.A. Water Keeper’s 
‘‘Making Waves Award,’’ and the American 
Academy of Environmental Engineers Grand 
Award for Planning. More important to Adel 
than these professional accomplishments is 
his family. Adel is a devoted husband and fa-
ther, married to Lubna Farsakh with whom he 
is raising three beautiful children, Jana, Jad 
and Dareen. 

Once again, I wish to congratulate Adel 
Hagekhalil on his election as President of 
NACWA. As he has done for the residents of 
the San Fernando Valley and the City of Los 
Angeles, I am sure he will lead the organiza-
tion down a road marked by innovation, col-
laboration, progress and success. Best wishes 
on future endeavors. 

BEN POWELL EARNS EAGLE 
SCOUT 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Dulles High School’s Ben Powell 
on earning the rank of Eagle Scout with Sugar 
Land Boy Scout Troop 1294. 

Ben is among less than ten percent of all 
Boy Scouts to earn such a prestigious rank by 
dedicating countless hours towards organizing 
and working service projects with Troop 1294. 
For his final Eagle Scout Project, Ben lead 42 
volunteers in a restoration effort throughout 
the historical Farmers’ Improvement Society 
Cemetery. Together, they spent three hours 
resetting over 25 headstones that marked the 
graves of African American war veterans. 
Eagle Scouts exemplify the finest qualities of 
citizenship and leadership. We are extremely 
proud of Ben’s selfless dedication to our com-
munity and for demonstrating such strong 
leadership. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Ben on becoming an Eagle Scout. You 
have a bright future ahead. 

f 

CONGRATULATING HILLARY CLIN-
TON, 2015 RECIPIENT OF THE 
BARBARA JORDAN GOLD MEDAL-
LION FOR LEADERSHIP 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, on June 
4, 2015, the Barbara Jordan-Mickey Leland 
School of Public Affairs and the Thurgood 
Marshall School of Law, two of the great insti-
tutions of Texas Southern University, which is 
located in my congressional district and is one 
of the nation’s great historically black colleges 
and universities, awarded the inaugural Bar-
bara Jordan Gold Medallion for Public-Private 
Leadership. 

The Barbara Jordan Gold Medallion for Pub-
lic-Private Leadership is presented annually to 
a woman of demonstrated excellence in the 
public or private sector whose achievements 
are an example and inspiration to people ev-
erywhere, but especially to women and girls. 

The Barbara Jordan Gold Medallion for Pub-
lic-Private Leadership is presented annually to 
a woman of demonstrated excellence in the 
public or private sector whose achievements 
are an example and inspiration to people ev-
erywhere, but especially to women and girls. 

It was my honor to present the Barbara Jor-
dan Gold Medallion to the Honorable Hillary 
Clinton, the former First Lady of Arkansas and 
the United States, U.S. Senator, and Sec-
retary of State. 

As I stated at the award ceremony, it was 
fitting that the inaugural recipient of this award 
is a person whose life and achievements em-
body the passion and principles and values 
and commitment to service of Barbara Jordan. 

When asked to name the woman living any-
where in the world whom they admire most, 
Americans have named Hillary Clinton in each 
of the last 13 years and 17 of the last 18. 

As a leader on the national and international 
stage, Hillary Clinton represented our nation 
with distinction and grace, always reflecting 
our highest ideals and aspirations. 

It was First Lady Hillary Clinton who trav-
eled to Beijing to speak truth to power, declar-
ing on behalf of women and girls everywhere 
that: ‘‘human rights are women’s rights. And 
women’s rights are human rights.’’ 

It was Hillary Clinton who gave voice to 
what many of us have always understood, 
when she said that to raise a happy, healthy 
and hopeful child, ‘‘it takes a family, it takes 
teachers, it takes clergy, it takes business 
people, it takes community leaders, it takes 
those who protect our health and safety, it 
takes all of us.’’ 

That, yes indeed, ‘‘it takes a village to raise 
a child.’’ 

But before Hillary Clinton was a household 
name, many of us in Texas remembered her 
as a brilliant young activist whose passion for 
justice and equality brought her to Texas in 
1972 to help poor people and African Ameri-
cans and Latinos register to exercise the right 
to vote they had been denied so long. 

Passed in 1965 with the extraordinary lead-
ership of President Lyndon Johnson, the 
greatest legislative genius of our lifetime, the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965 was bringing dra-
matic change in many states across the 
South. 

But in 1972, change was not coming fast 
enough or in many places in Texas. 

In fact, Texas, which had never elected a 
woman to Congress or an African American to 
the Texas State Senate, was not covered by 
Section 5 of the 1965 Voting Rights Act and 
the language minorities living in South Texas 
that Hillary Clinton came to help were not pro-
tected at all. 

But the Voting Rights Act of 1965, the voter 
registration work performed in 1972 by Hillary 
Clinton in Texas, along with hundreds of oth-
ers, helped elect Barbara Jordan to Congress. 

In 2006, during the floor debate on the reau-
thorization of the Voting Rights Act, I said: 

The Voting Rights Act of 1965 is no ordi-
nary piece of legislation. For millions of 
Americans, and many of us in Congress, the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965 is a sacred treas-
ure, earned by the sweat and toil and tears 
and blood of ordinary Americans who showed 
the world it was possible to accomplish ex-
traordinary things. 

But a terrible blow was dealt to the Voting 
Rights Act on June 25, 2013, when the Su-
preme Court handed down the decision in 
Shelby County v. Holder, 537 U.S. 193 (2013), 
which invalidated Section 4(b), the provision of 
the law determining which jurisdictions would 
be subject to Section 5 ‘‘preclearance.’’ 

The reason the Court gave for its ruling was 
that ‘‘times have changed.’’ 

Times have changed, but what the Court did 
not fully appreciate is that the positive 
changes it cited were due almost entirely to 
the existence and vigorous enforcement of the 
Voting Rights Act. 

And that is why the Voting Rights Act is still 
needed today. 

In the same way that the vaccine invented 
by Dr. Jonas Salk in 1953 eradicated the crip-
pling effects but did not eliminate the cause of 
polio, the Voting Rights Act succeeded in 
stymying the practices that resulted in the 
wholesale disenfranchisement of African 
Americans and language minorities but did not 
eliminate them entirely. 
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In Texas, we know this from personal expe-

rience. 
On the same day that Shelby County v. 

Holder was decided officials in Texas an-
nounced they would immediately implement its 
Photo ID law, and other election laws, policies, 
and practices that could never pass muster 
under the Section 5 preclearance regime. 

This stands in contrast to President Lyndon 
Johnson, who understood that the right to vote 
is: 

The most powerful instrument ever devised 
by man for breaking down injustice and de-
stroying the terrible walls which imprison 
men because they are different from other 
men. 

Because Barbara Jordan understood the im-
portance of protecting the right to vote, she 
authored the 1975 amendment that became 
Section Sections 4(f)(3) and 4(f)(4) of the Vot-
ing Rights Act, which extended to language 
minorities the protections of Section 4(a) and 
Section 5, which also had the effect of sub-
jecting Texas to the pre-clearance provisions 
of Section 5. 

I am pleased that the inaugural recipient of 
the award given in Barbara Jordan’s name 
also understands, as she made clear in her 
acceptance remarks in which she called for re-
forms to make it easier, not harder, for Ameri-
cans to exercise the franchise, including auto-
matic, universal registration of voters once 
they turn 18; and a national standard of not 
fewer than 20 days of early in-person voting in 
every state, including opportunities for week-
end and evenings. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend Texas Southern 
University, and the Barbara Jordan-Mickey Le-
land School of Public Affairs and Thurgood 
Marshall School of Law for honoring the mem-
ory of one of a great American by establishing 
the Barbara Jordan Gold Medallion and I con-
gratulate the 2015 recipient of this prestigious 
award, the Honorable Hillary Clinton. 

I look forward to congratulating future recipi-
ents of the Barbara Jordan Gold Medallion in 
the years to come. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. HAROLD ROGERS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, on 
roll call no. 375, due to unforeseen cir-
cumstances I was unable to vote on H.R. 160, 
the Protect Medical Innovation Act. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
YEA. 

f 

HONORING THE CHURCH OF THE 
LIVING GOD 

HON. ANDY BARR 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the Church of the Living God in Win-
chester, Kentucky. This church is celebrating 
their twenty-fifth anniversary in ministry on 
July 26th. Led by Pastors Thomas and Lela 
Hall and Mike and Angela Smith, this church 

is an important part of the Clark County com-
munity. Their ministry touches the lives of their 
members, others in the community, and peo-
ple all throughout the world by the service and 
mission work that they carry out. I congratu-
late the Church of the Living God on their 
twenty five years serving God and impacting 
the region through the Lord Jesus Christ and 
I wish them a long and productive future in 
ministry. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SHENANDOAH 
FLORAL 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Shenandoah Floral of 
Shenandoah, Iowa. For over 90 years, Shen-
andoah Floral has been a staple in the Shen-
andoah community. According to local history, 
the florist shop was first recorded in the local 
phonebook in 1925. In 2006, Shenandoah Flo-
ral was purchased by current owner Nancy 
Maher. Nancy purchased the shop when it 
was in danger of closing and has turned the 
business into a success story. 

Nancy had no prior experience running a 
floral shop, so the assistance of the existing 
staff helped in making Shenandoah Floral suc-
cessful. Nancy contributes the success of the 
floral shop to her employees. Nancy wanted to 
keep the floral shop in operation in order to 
keep existing jobs in Shenandoah. She stated 
that, ‘‘If the doors had closed, they’d have just 
been out of a job.’’ Nancy has been committed 
to preserving Shenandoah’s downtown area 
and keeping the downtown business district 
viable. 

Since assuming ownership of the floral 
shop, Nancy has seen many changes in the 
operation of the business, such as the stream-
lining of operations by using advanced tech-
nology and computers. She remembers hand-
writing orders. Nancy takes pride in the serv-
ices that the floral shop provides. The shop re-
ceives orders from around the world, including 
from our men and women in the military who 
wish to send flowers to family members. The 
business cherishes the many friends and cus-
tomers they have served for the past 90 
years. 

I commend Shenandoah Floral and their 
staff for their 90 years of dedicated service to 
Shenandoah and southwest Iowa. I urge my 
colleagues in the House to join me in con-
gratulating Shenandoah Floral for their many 
achievements in the florist industry. I wish 
them and all of their employees best wishes 
moving forward. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF JACK LUND’S 
RETIREMENT AFTER 40 YEARS 
OF LEADERSHIP IN THE YMCA 

HON. GREGORY W. MEEKS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. Jack Lund and his retirement after 
forty years of leadership and service in the 
YMCA. 

Jack currently serves as President and 
Chief Executive Officer of the YMCA of Great-
er New York, the largest YMCA in the United 
States. As head of New York City’s largest pri-
vate youth-serving organization, Jack is dedi-
cated to strengthening the foundations of com-
munities in New York City through programs 
that nurture the potential of children and 
youth, improve the health and well being of in-
dividuals and communities and address some 
of New York City’s most challenging social 
problems. 

Jack has pioneered programs in education, 
civic engagement and immigrant services. 
Most recently, the Y has launched signature 
programs addressing the academic achieve-
ment gap for children living in poverty, the epi-
demic of youth obesity and disconnected 
young people—who have dropped out of 
school and are not working. 

Jack has spent 40 years working for various 
YMCAs, starting his service in Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania. Prior to joining the YMCA of 
Greater New York, he served as president and 
CEO of the YMCA of Metropolitan Milwaukee 
from 1995 through 2004. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor Mr. Jack 
Lund on this remarkable occasion. I ask that 
my colleagues join me in wishing him a won-
derful retirement and many years of happi-
ness. 

f 

REMOVAL OF UNITED STATES 
ARMED FORCES FROM IRAQ AND 
SYRIA 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 17, 2015 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in support of H. Con. Res. 55, which requires 
the President to withdraw our troops deployed 
in Iraq and Syria before the end of the year 
unless Congress passes an Authorization for 
Use of Military Force (AUMF) to combat ISIL. 

I do want to stress that I support many as-
pects of the military operations the President 
is currently conducting against ISIL, including 
the use of American air power against ISIL 
targets and in support of Iraqi and Kurdish 
forces, as well as the deployment of limited 
numbers of American troops to help train and 
equip those forces. However, it has now been 
ten months since the President sent troops 
into Iraq and Syria and four months since the 
President sent Congress a proposed AUMF to 
combat ISIL. While I have serious concerns 
with that proposed draft, we owe it to our 
troops and the American people to at the very 
least have a debate in Congress on our mili-
tary engagement in Iraq and Syria. 

My primary concern is that the President 
continues to rely on the 2001 Authorization for 
Use of Military Force Against and Al-Qaeda 
and associated forces and the 2002 Authoriza-
tion for Use of Military Force against Iraq as 
justification to take military action against ISIL. 
While he has repeatedly stated that he will not 
deploy ground troops in a combat role in ei-
ther Syria or Iraq, these existing authorities 
leave that door open. We need to sunset both 
the 2001 AUMF and 2002 AUMF and pass a 
narrowly tailored AUMF to combat ISIL that 
provides the authority necessary to degrade 
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